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From the Chair

The focus of this journal edition is collaboration. This is a word lthatbeen used a lot the past few years and it may mean
different things to our readers. Unfortunatahere is still some stigma to the word stemming from the supposed collaboration
of the puppet governments resulting from the Nazi invasion of Eurog@ms during the Second World War.

Some people think of collaboration as simply a compromise between different ideologies or positions on issues. My thought on
the subject is that true collaboration is working with all the different factions oisshe to come up with an acceptable
decision to all. It may not be the perfect solution to me as a stakeholder, but it is one that | can live with and support.
Collaboration must start from the beginningisguediscussions or it will end up being a ceramise decision with no real
commitment or no decision at all. Collaboration that does not include all of the reasonable stakeholders is doomed to failur

It is imperative that to have meaningful, lasting decisions, true collaboration must take Ytacevill see how the process

works in the enclosed articles on the Haskell Basin acquisition and the Alvord Lake Community Forest. The newly formed
Montana Forest Collaboration Netwosponsoreda workshop on collaboration in Helena on Decembe6,52016. The
workshopsharedsuccess stories as well as failures across the statmahetecommendations that will help all of the many
collaborative efforts become more efficient. If you are interested in finding out more about thisoeffontegister dr future
Montana Forest Collaboration Netwonlorkshors, check out their website.

In other foundation news our board has slowly moved into the electro P—T% |
age. Our firssuch attempt was in 2015 when we set up a Facebook act | WS 2

but in 2017 we will actually launch our first web site. This promises t [~ R A VoRrD LAK
exciting even for some of us old duffers. Want to readrtleer e st ¢ [5) TR i
Journa) go online. Want to apply for mdrarship or register fothe
landowner conference, go onlin€heck out the web sidevelopmenarticle
to follow in this journal edition!

We will also continue our successful landowner conference in Heler
April 21, 2017 and another Ties Tdhe Land workshop on successi
planning the following day. Another activity is providing suppleme
funding for a video that will pndde landowners a step by stegpide for
implementing a timber sale. We also ciniteda modest amount of fundin
fortheear | i er first Wwoekshepnon eotlabofiatianby the Montans
Forest Collaboration Network on Decembe6,52016 in Helena. And c
course, we will keep up our-ainnual Forest Stewaigl Journal. If the 201

S COANADA NS 3

stewardship workshop program has a serious budget, isgi@lso have T L
agreedo help out financially to some degree. { " ALVORDLAIGOMMUNITY FOREST i\ £5
S oi
b | =
Soafterwrapping up 2016, inust say that we had a vesyccessful yeawith \7 SR TRt \ :
your help and I look forward to our continuing serviceZ@17. 'f»\ fIS
B ‘ = a2
Ed Levert, Chair IDAHO MJ\| WYOMING lgg
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Alvord Lake Community Forest: A Hit Out Of the Park

By Matt Hart

Last yeara coalition of partners turned a piece of northwest Montana lakeshore that had once been slabed/fsion into a
new public forest. The 142 acres of land now form the Alvord Lake Community Forest, a shared resource that the Vital Ground
Foundation owns and manages in collaboration with the U.S. Forest Service and the Troy community.

Just north ofTroy, perched amid the fadtopping slopes of the Purcell Mountains, siekf@ped Alvord Lakeoffers a
transition zone for wildlife between the ridges above andalweelevationKootenai River Valley below. Common loons nest
along the lakeduring summerwhile moose, deer, and elk browse the adjalzenh and pindilledf or est duri ng wi
popular spot for people, too, with the Forest Service maintaining both antfleee¢rail around the lakeand an outdoor
classroom that local school and aoomity groups utilize frequently.

_ —
’ All but onet hi rd of a mile of IAinKootedai Lake
National Forest. Plum Creek Timber Compdagg owned the remaining
lakeside parcel, but at the turn of the millennium, the logging giant harvested
it, and sold it to Montana Mountain Valley, a real estate developer with plans
to subdivide the plot.

AThey had one thing @andaone Ttrloiyng e
Jones.i T o mak e Butdomesyhis wife Kathy, and other citizens had

a different goal. After Forest Service representatives explained the proposed
development at a community meeting in 2002, the Joneses formed Friends of

Avord Lake, LLC, then fronted the $
eleventth our purchase of the property. i
Jones said.

I ntended as a stopgap msabferoverea,dozénh e ¢
years. Although the community favored a Forest Service purchase of the

parcel, feder al funding was scarce.
saying things 1|ike, 6The Forest Serv
happemingcédll ed Gael Bissell, a stat
AfHeds a patient soul . o

Alvord Lake. Photo by Ryan Lutey

Patience would eventually meet financial reality for the Joneses, however. In 201%tatithand federal conservation

possibilities seemingly exhausted, te e pl e f aced the prospect of selling the
Wood, another biologist for Montana Fi sh, Wildlife & Par
Program.

AWhen | |l ooked it caesy mamagek
forest land, wildlife habitat, communitysupport,
educatiod itfiteverycr i t er i @aaiod Bi 81
out of the park.o

The federal grant program requires that a local or tri
government, or a qualified land trustanage the intende:
land, and that applicants prove local support of the pra
by securing at least half of its funding from Aderal
sources. So Bissell approached Vital Ground, a Misso
based land trust focused on conserving and restc
grizzly bear habitat. She also teamed with USFS Dist
Ranger Kirsten Kaiser to conduct a meeting gaugpngl
interest. AThe community
recall ed. Ailtés a favorit
(See AA Hit Out Of

i ser

Alvord Lake Paddler.  Photo by Matt Hart
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AA Hit Out Ofthe Parko € conti nue?d from |

With Vital Ground signing on, the coalition recruited volunteers fromS3beiety of American Foresters (SAF) chapter in
nearby Libby to inventory the parcel and write a forest managementBissell also worked with the local conservation group

Yaak Valley Forest Council to det einleftihes . pdrheelréess ulh d b iwaa
application, o according to Bissell, and, in 2014, the <co
dozen other local, regional, and national donors completed the final fundraisihgver the next year, and in December 2015,

Vital Ground closed on the property, fulfilling the coll a

Now, the land will be managed as a demonstration forest, with the goal of increasing public education of sustasable fo
management. After nearly 100 people attended a community celebration of the forest in early September, restoration work
began on the parcelA Libby contractor thinned and masticated 21 acres of severely overcrowded forest while-pessuan

Montara Conservation Corps crew has been kduthing a 2@acre area to make room for the return of-ficapted western

larch and ponderosa pine.

4 i 7

iwe have an opportunity to
species composition, to make it a much healthier
forest, o0 explained Ed Lever:t
Chapter, who is overseeing the restoration effaitA t

some point in time, alddll h
real proud of . 0

And with Alvord Lake providing a model of
collaboration, one can hope that new community forests
will become a growing source of pride across the
region.

Matt Hart is a Wyss Conservation Scholar in tf
Environmental Studiesgraduate program at the
University of Montana and a communications intern {
Vital Ground.

Alvord Lake Project. Photo by Ed Levert

8" Annual 2017 Montana Forest Landowner Conference

Hold the Date: April 21, 2017
Location: Helena, MT - Radisson Colonial Hotel

By Gary Ellingson, Forest Stewardship Foundation Board Member

The 8" Annual Montana Forest Landowner Conference has been scheduled for April 21, 2017 in Helena, MT at the
Radi sson Col oni al Hot el . Pl ease hold the date as v
agenda is still being developed but é&tain to include many topics of particular interest to forest landowwétis.

the conferencet h e meBeoorhing fihe Best Forest Steward Possilile, amay of talented and passionate
speakers will be on hand to make presentations and interact witheattend

Brochures will be mailed out in early MarchYou may register andpay online at the newMontanaForest
Stewardship Foundation websiteww.ForestStewardshipFoundation.pog by returning a maiin registration A
SILENT AUCTION will be hosted by th&SFand is sure to have many items of intdreSbr anyone wishing to
donate an aucton i tem for this yearés event, pl ease send
tajones2622@gmail.canor submit silent auction donation informatitmough oumwebsite Landowner Conference
page which will link to a form they may fill ouandwill automaticdly go to Tom. Hope to see you soon!



http://www.foreststewardshipfoundation.org/
mailto:tajones2622@gmail.com
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Haskell Basin- Trumbull Creek Stewardshipand
Collaboration Efforts

By Paul McKenzie

F.H. Stoltze Land & Lumber Company, Dedicated to Stewardship

Healthy Forests make Healthy Communities and Healthy Families. This is a favorite saying of those working for F.H. Stoltze
Land & Lumber Co. in Columbia Falls, MT. Established in 2985toltze is the oldest famiywned sawmill and forest
management compgrin Montana. Their business model is based on the concept of stewardship and their planning horizons are
for the long term.

The first of the eight Stewardship Forestry Pr i Topragtieel s St
sustainable forestry to meet the needs of theeptewithout compromising futurgeneratioris ability to do so 6 St ol t z
completed three major projects over the last few years that will ensure the stewardship and the benefits of active mahagement
their timberlands endure for generations to come.

Ronald Buentemeier, retired Vice President, General Manager andtimdjng Resource Manager for the company relates a
story about his early career with Stolttée describes a pickup drive around the tree farm owned by the Company with John R.
Stoltze, son of F.H. Stoltze who founded the company. Mr. Stoltze was a quiet man, and after a day of riding around, Ron
turned to Mr. Stoltze and asked him how hewduld ke t o see his timberland managed.
them as if they were your owno. To this day, thislands t he

Stoltze recognizes that lands are not managedvacaum. Stoltze was collaborating before collaboration was recogaszed
good thing! Building partnerships with landowners, interest groups, agencies, and the general public is essential tdimgplemen
Stewardship Forestry. Without the close workin@gtiehships with folks like Montana Tree Farm System, Forest Stewardship
Program, Montana DNRC, US Forest Service, Trust for Public Lands, Fagatyprogram and too many more to mention,
Stoltze would not have been as successful in meeting our Stevgenifgctives.

Ron enrolled the company lands in the American Tree Farm System (ATFS) in $8@léze lands are still certified to the
ATFS Standard and just recently celebrated 50 years in this program. The basic tenants of the program, Wood)dlifater, Wi
and Recreation align well with the long term intentions of the Stoltze family. The Tree Farm program provides third party
review verifying the right things are being done on the ground. Not that Stoltze would have it any other way!

In the summer ©2015, the Stoltze family dedicated

just over 10,000 acres of company lands in the Haskill
Basin and Trumbul |l Romakek dr
H. Buentemeier Educational Tree Farm. Thi s
dedication recogni zes the
long time managemertdf this great resource has not

only on the company, but the Flathead Valley in
general. This act is a tribute to the lifelong
commitment Ron and Stoltze have to implementing
stewardship management of all of our natural
resources regardless of landownership

The 3,020 acres of Stoltze land in HasHEHsin just
east of Whitefish Mountain Resort is also the water
source for the Whitefish Municipal Water System.
This system was establishec
divert water from T 2 and 3 Creeks into a
reservoir just north of town to supply theter for the
city. The systemhas been built, upgraded and
maintainedfor over 100 years on Stoltze land on
Ronald H. Buentemeier Educational Tree Farm nothing more than a hand shake agreement.

Photo provided by Paul McKenzie (S eFeH. Stoltze Stewardship Effort® on 5page

RIS
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AF. H. SdwartishigEedf f ort soé contdnuec

With increasing pressure to develop these lands for oes,manyagreed it was time to
add some certainty to the future of Haskill Basin.

Forest Stewardship
Foundation Board
Members Trust for Public Lands (TPL) is a national nprofit entity whichfacilitatesconservation

solutions that meethe needs of landowners while ensuring long term stewardship of
working landscapes. With the help of TPL, The City of Whitefish and Montana Fish

Ed Levert C.F., Chair Wildlife and Parks (FWP)Stoltze developed a plan to place a conservation easement on the
5220 Kootenai River Road property.
Libby, MT 59923
(406) 2932847 By early 2016, there was a permanent conservation easement (CE) in place on this
televert@kvis.net landscape. The CE ensures that the land will stay in active forest management, remain
Gary Ellingson privately owned by Stoltze, be open to public recreational access and never be dewgloped f
NorthwestManagement, Inc. residential or commercial uses. Additionally, a trail corridor was established to help
1417 Orange Avenue complete the Whitefish Trail loop around Whitefish Lake. These agreements have the long
Hei%réa' 4'\4’1';5559501 term effect of conserving the intact municipal watershed, critical wildlifeitéas, view
(40(6) 53,47169 (Cell) shed of the Flathead Valley and working forests that support families and communities.

nwmanagemt@nmi2.com

Linda Leimbach, Treasurer 3
262 North Central Road "/’////)>,usﬁﬁr§-’[)é§,gﬁé:ed///;/
Libby MT 59923 A 74 %, Grizzly Bear/ Canada:Lynx, ,
(406) 2933205 [ WhitenishEe b B :
(406)2910626 (Cell) S ’ L ’ :
plleimbach@gmail.com

e X

Andy Darling
39 Big Dipper Drive
Clancy, MT 59634
(406) 6905383
apdarling@gmail.com

Dan Happel
P.O. Box 243
Pony, MT 59747
(406) 6853419
happelmt@3riversdbs.net

Tom Jones
93 WhitetailWay
Troy, MT 59935
tajones2622@gmail.com
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montanamalt@g.com Leef J .
Kim Matthew
190 Trout Creek Rd I
Trout Creek, MT 59874 TR
KmattheW@bIaCkaOt.net o PROJECT LOCATION =
=ie)
Jay and Peter Pocius : WORTANK o=
6260 Head Lane .
Helena, MT 59602 E%‘) miﬁgﬁna.
(406) 4318477 | o% 5
jaymt2016 @gmail.com ol SRS : 3
CIyde Robbelnterim Editor D Project Boundary = = = Existing Residential Structures E State Lands Private ‘
126 Foxtail Lane Other Stoltze Ownership [l Protected Lands City Government  camsms x;zg?;i'tgs;'"‘ema"""‘
406} 4962780 Fopanorvirores [, Gz bea fecortt Zone! I Flainead Natonal Fores

i i . . . . . - . .
microbbe@qmail.com Collaboration was essential to the success of this project. The City of Whitefish voted

strongly in favor ofncreasing the local option tax to help fund the CE. Without partnerships
(S eFeH. Sioltze Stewardship Effort® o n 6page


mailto:nwmanagemt@nmi2.com
mailto:plleimbach@gmail.com
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AnF. H. SdwartishigEed f ort soée contbnue

includingthe Forest Legacy program and USFWS habitat programs, the project never would have been completed.

While finishing up on the Haskill Basin CE, TPL, Stoltze and MT FWP went to work on a similar project on just over 7,000
acres north of Columbia Falls knavas the Trumbull Creek block. By early 2017 another Conservation Easement will be in
place on this property. Once again with a focus on preserving the working landscape and actively managed lands, by
implementing stewardship forestry principals, the Woathter, Wildlife andrecreational values of the property will be
conserved for future generations.

Stoltze lands are open for public recreational use under an Open Lands policy. Stoltze lands also serve as the st site for
Flathead Family Forestry Expo, a 3@arlong tradition of getting young folks into the woods to learn about their natural
environments. We feel strongly that there is no better place to talk about forestry tharmoiresheStewardship forestry is
notahad sel | once folks can see it with t milidnofouw USresiggnts gut We
into the woods to see it.

These three events over a thy@ar period just reiterate the stalwart commitment of F.H. Stoltze LandwamBddr Company

to the concept of stewardship forestry. After over 104 years of operation, this business model has proven solid in good times
and bad. These lands continue to support our local economy and the natural processes we all admire. Theyosémke as pr

the success of the practice of sustainable management of our forests and are an inspiration and educational resource fo
landowners, private and public alike. It is nice to know that there are 10,000 acres in northwestern Montana that will always

bemanaged for Wood, Water, Wildlife and Recreation. The good news is the trees are stilgrowin

Paul R. McKenzie C. Fis the Lands & Resource Manager with F.H. Stoltze Land & Lur@benpany,
PO Box 1429, Columbia Falls, MT 59912. He may be contadted
406-892-7012 Office, 402530764 Cell, or apmckenzie@stoltzelumber.com

Website Development Efforts

Reaching out in this Digital Age

By Jay Pocius, Lewis and Clark Courigrest Landowner, MFSF Board Member and Webmaster

There is something exciting coming soon. I'n I'ight of ou
own Montana Forest Stewardship Foundation website. This websitgro@ssed for the Foundation to become more visible
and accessible to the public and to reach a larger audience of those seeking information about forest management an

sustainability

The site is desiged so that all visitors can be acquaint
with the me mber s of , sigh
up/renew and pay for their membershipntact tle
Foundation to comment or lagjuestions as well as
view a calendar of forestiselated events. The site wi
also provide information
Landowner Conference and Ties to the Land Eve
coming this April and offers the ability to register a
pay online. Looking for more information about yo
forested landmanagement or your forestry busis@
Our website offers fulpage Montana, National
Governmental and Publication resoulagks that will
surely provide you (See fReaching wvut Pineforestpath. Photo provided by Jay Pocius



